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English Writing for PhD Candidates-
Syllabus

Instructor | Sebastian Brooke E-mail sjbrooke@hotmail.com
Office Part-time faculty office Office By appointment
Hours

Description (GIO):

This course aims to assist PhD candidates in improving their reading, writing, and speaking skills
in scientific research. The Journal of the American Pharmaceutical Association will be used as a
resource to read, analyze, and summarize sample research articles. The Journal will also serve

as a template for students’ own science research writing.

SBOs:

. An introduction to the conventions of academic publishing.
. Understanding abstracts and their contents for research publications.
. Understanding and writing introductions for journals.

. Designing and revising a research introduction.

1

2

3

4

5. Introduction to the key components of methodologies.

6. Designing and revising academic methodology components.

7. Focus on writing clearly and academic writing conventions.

8. Introduction to data presentation and the results component of research papers.
9. Designing, revising, and presenting academic results.

10. Academic writing for science subjects — a workshop.

11. Introduction to the discussion and conclusions components of research papers.
12. Designing and revising conclusions in research writing.

13. Review of academic research papers in the pharmaceutical fields.

14. Presentation of academic research.



Course Schedule

Week Topic Required Reading

Monday Wednesday

18:30~ 14:00~

4/10 4/12 Introduction: components of a | All assigned reading must
science research article; a | be completed prior to the
look at sample journal | next class meeting.
abstracts (1) Supplementary materials

will be provided by the
instructor

4/17 4/19 Abstract design and titles (2)

4/24 4/26 Abstracts continued (2)

5/1 5/10 Introductions (3)

518 5/17 Introduction Design (4)

5/15 5/24 Methodologies (5)

5/22 5/31 Writing workshop: Intro to
Academic Writing (7)

5/29 6/7 Methodology Design (6)

6/5 6/14 Data and Results (8)

6/12 6/21 Writing workshop: Intro to
Academic Writing (10)

6/19 6/28 Data / Results Design (9)

6/26 7/5 Discussion /  Conclusions
(11/12)

7/3 712 Writing workshop: Intro to
Academic Writing (10)

7/10 7/19 Review of target articles (13)

7/24 7/26 Final oral presentation of
research (14)

Active Learning:

Students will lead discussions of self-selected research topics and contribute to group discussions

when not acting as leaders



Evaluation:

Students will be evaluated according to their level of preparation, participation in discussions
and writing assignments, and final oral presentations of their own research writing at the end of

the semester.

Preparation for Classes:

Students will prepare by reading all handouts before class and preparing discussion topics and

questions based on current research in their fields.

Feedback to Students:
Feedback will consist of regular comments and corrections on students’ research writing on a
weekly basis. Students will be able to use this feedback to improve their research analysis and

writing in English.



